
  May 1, 2020 

The Honorable Charles Schumer 

Minority Leader – United States Senate 

322 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

The Honorable Kirsten Gillibrand 

Member – United States Senate 

478 Russell 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

The Honorable Anthony Brindisi 

Member – United States House of Representatives 

329 Cannon HOB 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Re:  Support Additional Funding to States for K-12 Education 

 

Senator Schumer, Senator Gillibrand and Representative Brindisi: 

 

I am writing to encourage you to support additional funding to states for K-12 Public Education 

as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, specifically in the upcoming relief package.  

 

Since the very beginning of this pandemic crisis, and in addition to effectively transitioning to 

virtual and remote teaching and learning, the New York Mills Union Free School District has 

transformed into much more than an educational institution. Our students have been provided 

with Chromebooks so that they can learn remotely; they still have access to special education, 

social and emotional health and other critical support services; our food service staff prepares 

vital meals for our children Monday through Friday; essential workers have been directed to 

available childcare centers and frequent communications from the District serve as an important 

source of information in these uncertain times.  

 

However, while it is clear that the New York Mills Union Free School District and our 

community has risen to the occasion, it is still not clear if Congress will. There should be little 

debate or hesitation. Supporting schools during this health and economic crisis is simply the right 

thing to do.  

 

As of this writing, state aid to schools is budgeted to remain at its current level. This reality is 

challenging enough, but Governor Cuomo has also forecasted further funding cuts to school 

districts throughout the next year. Any reduction in funding is unfathomable, and would likely 



lead to a reduction in staff and programs that the New York Mills Union Free School District can 

ill afford.  

 

I know that so many in various sectors of our economy need help right now, particularly those on 

the frontline, whom we are so grateful for. Yet, this school district is on the frontline as well. 

Perhaps even more importantly, we are educating our future, many of whom will go on to 

become essential personnel such as doctors, nurses, police officers, firefighters and government 

leaders. The New York Mills Union Free School District is also a major employer within our 

community.  

 

In the end, we continue to be tested, but we have come together and become Marauder Strong. 

We need Congress, for once, to be just as unified and strong - for us. 

 

Thank you for considering our request, and for all you are doing as we navigate through this 

unprecedented time. 

 

      Sincerely, 

 

    

      New York Mills School Community Member  


